[Human rotavirus vaccine].
Since the presentation of the clinical trial reports showing the excellent efficacy and safety of the two human rotavirus vaccines (Rotarix and RotaTeq), the human rotavirus vaccines have received worldwide attention. The two vaccines have been approved in more than 100 countries, and were included in routine immunization schedule in about 30 countries. The effectiveness of the two vaccines exceeded our expectations, and severe rotavirus gastroenteritis cases have been greatly reduced. Also in Japan, administration of Rotarix started just last November, and RotaTeq will be also started soon. On this occasion, composition, characteristics, and effectiveness of these vaccines are described, and some points relating to the vaccination such as intussusception, cross protection, shedding and so on are also discussed.